
A greAt plAce 
to stArt is 
the first 
murAl mAde 
in the series: 
BroussAille, 
Artist frAnk 
pé’s Beloved 
chArActer.

For those who cherish life’s lighter side, the streets of Brussels offer great entertainment.

 by Damini Purkayastha
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W e went to Brussels in search of 
Tintin. After all, Belgium was 
home to his creator, Hergé. 

Even so, we didn’t expect to stumble upon 
the boy reporter or the more boisterous 
Captain Haddock bang in the middle of the 
city. But there they were, straight out of The 
Calculus Affair, hanging off a fire escape at 
Rue de l’Etuve.

We watched in marvel as the comic duo 
made their way down. It wasn’t just us; their 
escapade had stopped many tourists who 
were en route to see the statue of Manneken 
Pis nearby. The 17th-century sculpture lay 
forgotten in favour of this larger-than-life 
mural, celebrating one of the greatest comic 
books in history.

This is Brussels of the 21st century, proudly 
celebrating its identity as the capital of the 
Franco-Belgian comic world. No longer is 
chocolate the only attraction in this quaint 
little city. Giant-sized murals scattered all 
around the Pentagon (the city centre) and 
nearby colonies attract thousands of comic 
buffs each year. Of course, it must be noted 
that a lot of these murals are a stone’s throw 
from Delirium Café, a pub that found its way 
into the Guinness World Records in 2004 for 

serving the most number of beers. Today, they 
have close to 2,500 types of beer. 

With the mighty Gauls — including Asterix, 
Obelix, and Dogmatix — charging into a 
Roman compound, space cadet Yoko Tsuno 
shown in some faraway galaxy, and Lucky Luke 
lounging, you never know who might meet you 
while you walk around the more traditional 
tourist spots of the city.

comic inception
The idea of making Brussels the hub of 
bande-dessinées (meaning ‘drawn strips’) 
came about in 1991, when local authorities 
decided to join hands with the Belgian Comic 
Strip Center and mask empty walls and old 
gables with something befitting the city’s 
character. However, the project soon became 
a celebration of Brussels’ comic-strip legacy.

Hergé is not the only artist from this part of 
the world: Belgium is also home to Peyo, the 
creator of the Smurfs; Edgar P. Jacobs of Blake 
and Mortimer fame; and André Franquin, who 
created the lovable Marsupilami and several 
other comic strips. 

In the past two decades, nearly 50 murals have 
been painted, including two dedicated to Tintin. 

Ki
ra

n 
M

eh
ta

So beloved have they become that the tourist 
map of the city also includes the entire Mur BD 
Stripmuur — the Comic Strip Walls — marked 
with little speech bubbles.

If you’re game for a little offbeat tourism, this 
route is a great way to discover the artistic side 
of Brussels. Be prepared to walk, get offered 
some free chocolate here and there, and sample 
some unheard-of beer along the way.

WAll streets
A great place to start is the first mural made 
in the series: Broussaille, artist Frank Pé’s 
beloved character. A three-minute walk from 
the Manneken Pis, it’s on a wall right beside a 
café in the Rue du Marché. Just a few feet away, 
also against a café, is a mural that transports 
you back to the 1920s, where Victor Sackville, 
the charming World War I spy, walks the streets 
of Brussels.

These murals are a marvel in perspective. For 
instance, if you stand by a corner and look 
at Le Jeune Albert, a mural based on Yves 
Chaland’s comic, you’d be hard-pressed to say 
where the real cables start and the 2D cables 
end. Very often, the windows and edges of the 
building adjacent to the mural seem to be in 
line with those in the painting, and sometimes 

Opening page and this page, 
from left to right:

Onlookers checking out the 
mural in the Rue de l’Etuve, 
where Tintin, Snowy, and 
Captain Haddock descend 
the stairs of a fire escape. This 
scene has been taken from 
the Tintin comic The Calculus 
Affair.

A fresco of Yoko Tsuno, the 
famous comic character of 
Japanese origin, created by 
artist Roger Leloup.

The mural depicting a drawing 
from Frank Pé’s popular comic 
series Broussaille.  

A life-size mural of Le Jeune 
Albert, the eponymous comic-
book character (second from 
left) created by Yves Chaland. 
What stands out is the way the 
cable in the mural is in line with 
a real one. 
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Clockwise from top:

The world-famous comic 
characters of Asterix, Obelix, 
and the Gauls captured in an 
aggressive mode on a mural 
inside a football compound.

Looking for Tintin souvenirs? 
Then, your hunt should surely 
end at the famous Tintin shop. 
Seen here is a depiction from 
the comic title Tintin in Tibet, 
presented with the help of 
character miniatures. 

The Comic Strip Museum, 
or Centre Belge de la Bande 
Dessinée. The characters seen 
here are, from left to right, 
Boule and Bill, a Smurf, and 
Asterix.

the alignment is ever-so-slightly skewed, forcing 
you to stand there and speculate whether your 
eyes are tricking you.

One of the biggest frescos in the series is the 
180-sq. m frame of Lucky Luke. Whether by 
design or by chance, this mural — one of the 
best in the series — is tucked away in a quiet 
residential area. Moreover, as Asterix and the 
mighty Gauls charge at scared Roman soldiers 
along a mural 50 metres farther along, all 
you can do is marvel. Sadly for us, the mighty 
Gauls are locked inside a football compound, 
and although the official Visit Brussels website 

says that we can push the gate open, the lock 
wouldn’t budge.

meet the stAr reporter
Although the official Tintin museum is a little 
further away from Brussels, there’s a lot of 
Tintin around in the city as well. Another 
mural depicting Tintin from a scene in Tintin 
in America can be found at the Gare du Midi 
station, displayed over 64 sq. m. There’s 
also a Tintin shop in the city centre, where 
you can find brilliantly made 3D miniatures 
of scenes from the books. Besides, you can 
buy a lifelike miniature of Snowy and other 
kitschy memorabilia. Tintin is such an integral 
part of the city that small businesses use the 
characters in their advertisements. We came 
across an ad for a lottery, which used Captain 
Haddock as the happy model.
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from the rocket 
thAt took tintin 
into spAce, to A 
life-size Asterix 
reAdy to strike, 
the comic 
strip museum 
Will hAve you 
hooked from 
the minute you 
enter. 

thy nAme is tintin

One of the most popular European comic 
series of the 20th century, The Adventures of 
Tintin has a legacy that reaches far beyond 
its pages. Created by Belgian artist Georges 
Remi, known to most of us as Hergé, it 
first appeared as a strip in a children’s 
supplement in 1929 before becoming 
a comic book. Most of us got our first 
glimpse of distant lands like Egypt, Congo, 
Switzerland, and France while following 
Tintin, Snowy, and Captain Haddock from 
adventure to adventure. Originally written in 
French, the series was translated into English 
in 1951. Minor changes were made to the 
stories so that they appealed to English 
audiences. In fact, most English readers 
would be surprised to learn that Tintin’s dog 
Snowy was originally named Milou. Such 
was the impact of the series that generations 
of artists, including Andy Warhol, hailed 
Hergé as their inspiration.

plAnning your trip

getting there: Several airlines have daily 
flights to Brussels. For information on visa 
applications, log on to www.vfs-be-in.com.  
To plan your trip across Belgium, log on to 
www.visitbelgium.com.

Accommodation: If you’re visiting Brussels 
sometime before December 2013, try for 
a room at Hotel Amigo (www.hotelamigo.
com). The hotel offers A Tintin Family Affair 
package, which includes staying in Tintin-
themed rooms (available on request), a visit 
to the Hergé Museum, and goodie bags.

food worth getting fat for:
1. croissants: The minute you enter the city 

centre, you will be able to smell buttery, 
oven-fresh croissants. Unless Paris is 
on your itinerary, you won’t get better 
croissants anywhere else.

2. Belgian Waffles: This is sinful street 
food. Hot, sugary waffles served with 
chocolate, cream, and strawberries. If 
you spot a Leonidas stand, have a waffle 
with melting Leonidas chocolate. If ever 
there was heaven in a bite, this is it. 

3. mussels in Brussels: This one is for 
seafood lovers. The national dish of 
Brussels, mussels are served in large 
steaming pots at almost every restaurant 
in the city. In fact, here, you can even 
have mussels with some Belgian beer 
instead of traditional white wine.

Comics Cafe, where you can pose with a 
bronze statue of Tintin while chomping on an 
Obélix burger.

Other giant statues in the city include the 
5-metre-tall Smurf near Brussels Central 
Station, and the huge, colourful one of Gaston 
Lagaffe en route to the Comic Strip Museum. 

While the wonder we’re about to mention 
here may not be part of the official comic tour, 
the area where it is located, that is Rue des 
Chartreux, is a great place to end your walk. 
Here, right next to Yslaire’s Angel, stands 
Zinneke, the peeing dog. An ode to Manneken 
Pis, Zinneke is a lifelike bronze statue that 
reminds you to stop taking life (or even your 
comic walk!) too seriously. 

Then, there’s the unmissable Comic Strip 
Museum, known to the locals as Centre Belge 
de la Bande Dessinée. From the rocket that 
took Tintin into space, to a life-size Asterix ready 
to strike, the museum will have you hooked 
from the minute you enter. Housing over 
5,000 original drawing boards and 30,000 
comic-strip volumes for reference, it captures 
over 60 years of the rich history of comics 
in Belgium and Europe. There’s also the 

From left to right:

The mural showing an 
illustration from Lucky Luke.

The bronze statue of Zinneke, 
the peeing dog.


